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Who am I?

• Timo Goebel

• mail@timogoebel.name

• https://github.com/timogoebel

• dmTECH GmbH, Responsible for Linux on Servers

• Foreman & fog-vsphere Committer
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Agenda

1. Ecosystem
2. Our special Foreman
3. Server Self-Service
4. Outlook
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Ecosystem

• We operate our own datacenters

• VMWare vSphere Hypervisor

• RHEL and SLES

• Provisioning with Foreman

• Config Management with Puppet

• We love to automate
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Our Special Foreman



Foreman

• Open Source Project to manage the lifecycle of servers

• Orchestrates other systems

• Can create VMs, DNS-Entries, DHCP-Reservations, …

• Shows Reports from Puppet (or Ansible, Chef, Salt, …)



Foreman Omaha

• CoreOS does not have any packages, just a single image

• It‘s super cool!

• Image Mirror for CoreOS in Smart Proxy

• Manages Updates of Servers

• We have crazy CoreOS Snippets, Foreman‘s templating engine is awesome

• Adds Reporting Dashboards

• Building block for our Kubernetes cluster
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Foreman Rescue

• Boot a host into an Anaconda based rescue system

• Build mode with a different template

• Might be a good candidate for core J
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Foreman Wreckingball



Foreman DLM

• Lock Management for Hosts

• If you have 10 Webservers, you just want to update a single one at the same time

• Hosts are identified by the PuppetCA certificate

• Workflow:

• Try to acquire Lock

• Exit if lock is already taken by another host

• Do the upgrade process, reboot the host

• Release lock

13



Foreman Spacewalk

• Foreman + Smart Proxy plugins

• Packages for our SUSE-Systems are provided by SUSE Manager (Spacewalk)

• Foreman is used for provisioning

• When a Host is deleted or reprovisioned, it‘s removed from Spacewalk
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Foreman Expire Hosts

Foreman - Unboxing15



Foreman Monitoring

• Foreman + Smart Proxy plugins

• Links Foreman to a Monitoring system, currently only icinga2 is supported

• Set Downtimes

• Create / Delete host in Monitoring Solution

• Integrated with lock manager

• When a host acquires a lock, Forman sets a downtime
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Server Self-Service
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LISA
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LISA – a custom UI for servers



LISA - Specs

• Written entirely as a SPA in React

• Backend provided by Graphql implemented as a Foreman plug-in



Outlook



• This is a good solution. But how does this work together with the Cloud Native 
approach?

Outlook



Thank you.


